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The folk and bluegrass musical by Steve Martin and Edie Brickell promises to pull heartstrings

ANOKA, MN (August 12, 2019)—Lyric Arts kicks off their 2019–2020 season with the area premiere of the 2016 

Broadway musical BRIGHT STAR, running September 6–29, 2019, at Lyric Arts Main Street Stage. 

Inspired by a real event, BRIGHT STAR tells a sweeping tale of love and redemption set against the rich backdrop 

of the American South in the 1920s and ’40s. When literary editor Alice Murphy meets a young soldier just home 

from World War II, he awakens her longing for the child she once lost. Haunted by their unique connection, Alice 

sets out on a journey to understand her past—and what she finds has the power to transform both of their lives.  

Featuring the Grammy-nominated country, folk, and bluegrass score by Steve Martin and Edie Brickell, BRIGHT 

STAR is an uplifting theatrical journey which is as refreshingly genuine as it is daringly hopeful.  

“Audiences can expect a compelling and heartfelt tale of love, loss, and family,” said director Scott Ford when 

asked what make this show special. 

Alice Murphy is played by Lyric Arts veteran, Katie Rozanas, whom audiences will remember from last season’s 

DEAD MAN’S CELL PHONE and from her starring role in the theater’s 2015 production of THE SPITFIRE GRILL, 

among others. 

When asked why she was interested in the production, Rozanas said, “I'm always inspired by musicals with 

messages of hope and redemption. The music is just so lovely and the story so raw and beautiful that I jumped 

at the chance to audition back in May.” 

“I so admire Alice’s strength and tenacity,” Rozanas continued. “She goes through so much and instead of letting 

bitterness take hold she chooses to remain hopeful.” 

“I wanted to be in this production because I remember seeing this show on Broadway a few years back, on a 

whim, and falling in love with it,” said actor Cam Pederson who will be making his Twin Cities area debut in 

BRIGHT STAR, playing the role of Billy Cane. “There is also something special about this theater that felt ‘right’ 

during the audition process.” 

Aside from Resident Director Scott Ford, the production team includes Music Director Elise Santa, 

Choreographer Heidi Spesard-Noble, Stage Manager Patrick Campbell, Costumer Samantha Kuehn Staneart, 

Scenic and Props Designer Katie Phillips, Lighting Designer Shannon Elliot, and Sound Designer Paul Estby. 

Tickets range from $30 to $35 and may be purchased online at lyricarts.org or by calling the Main Street Stage 

Box Office at 763-422-1838. For a complete listing of events, or information about 2019–2020 season 

subscriptions, visit Lyric Arts’ website or call the box office. 

BRIGHT STAR contains mild references to adult themes and is intended for audiences aged 12 and up. 



 

About Lyric Arts Company of Anoka 

Located in the heart of historic downtown Anoka, Lyric Arts is the only full-time, year-round theater in 

the northern suburbs of Minneapolis, providing access to the performing arts for hundreds artists and 

tens of thousands of audience members each year. Lyric Arts presents nine to ten productions per 

season, including a unique mix of comedies, dramas, classics, musicals, and plays for young audiences. 

The company also presents a concert series, theater arts workshops, weekday matinees for school 

children, educational outreach programs, and an Emerging Artists Company, a student-led summer 

theater intensive for youth ages 14 to 18. 

Lyric Arts is a professional theater, deeply rooted in the communities it serves, and is committed to 

producing inclusive and accessible work that entertains, educates, stimulates, and is reflective of the 

diverse perspective of its audiences and artists. 

Lyric Arts is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation whose mission is to enrich lives by creating meaningful 

performing arts experiences that ignite the imagination, inspire the spirit, and engage the community. 

The organization is able to fulfill its mission thanks to the support of the Minnesota State Arts Board 

and many generous donors throughout the area. 

For more information, please contact Laura Tahja Johnson at 763-233-0801 or laura@lyricarts.org. 
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